VITA TOM TYKWER 

Tom Tykwer was born in Wuppertal in 1965. The film enthusiast Tykwer shot his first super 8 film when he was just eleven years old. Since 1980 he worked in repertory cinemas. In 1988 he undertook the programming of the Berliner Moviemento cinema and managed to keep his head above water by writing scripts and creating TV portraits for various directors at the same time. After the two short films, BECAUSE (1990) and EPILOG (1992), he shot his first feature film DEADLY MARIA in1993. Together with Stefan Arndt, Wolfgang Becker and Dani Levy, in 1994 Tykwer founded the production company X File Creative Pool. In 1995/96, together with Wolfgang Becker, he wrote the script for LIFE IS ALL YOU GET, before he produced his own second cinema film, WINTER SLEEPERS (1997). 1998 saw X Filme´s first great success abroad with RUN, LOLA, RUN. Despite or perhaps actually because of his unusual narrative structure, RUN, LOLA, RUN became one of the most successful German films of the year – and to this day it has been awarded over 30 prizes and awards. 

Tykwer´s fourth film, THE PRINCESS AND THE WARRIOR (2000), where he worked again with “Lola” actress, Franka Potente, became a worthy debut for the newly founded X Verleih AG. 

2002 followed with HEAVEN, Tykwer´s first English-speaking film – based on a script by the Polish filmmaker, Krzysztof Kieslowski. Produced by X Filme in co-production with Miramax and starring Cate Blanchett and Giovanni Ribisi in the leading roles, HEAVEN opened the International Film Festival in Berlin in 2002. In August 2002, Tykwer shot the short film TRUE starring Natalie Portman and Melchior Beslon. This was part of the compilation project “PARIS, JE TÁIME”, in which a colourful mix of international directors in each case told a short love story shot in one of the 20 Parisian Arrondissements. After almost four years preparation, Tykwer´s most elaborate film, the international co-production PERFUME (production: Constantin Film) was brought to the screens on 14th September 2006. Despite a controversial reaction in the press, the adaptation of Patrick Süskind´s world best-seller, with Ben Whishaw, Dustin Hoffman, Alan Rickman and Rachel-Hurd Wood cast in the leading roles, was Tykwer´s greatest box-office success – the film led the international cinema charts for several weeks and became a real “blockbuster” particularly in Europe, Asia and South America. 

The shooting of Tykwer´s current project, THE INTERNATIONAL, is to commence in September 2007. This is where Tykwer will work together with a Hollywood studio (Sony/Columbia Pictures) for the first time. Actor, Clive Owen, plays an Interpol agent who, alongside a New York public prosecutor (Naomi Watts), discovers a corrupt network in the world of international high finance. The film will be mainly shot in Tykwer´s home city, Berlin; other locations will be Istanbul, Milan and New York. 

So far, Tom Tykwer has produced the following projects for X Filme: GIGANTIC (1999, direction: Sebastian Schipper), SOUNDLESS (2004, direction: Mennan Yapo), A FRIEND OF MINE (2006, direction: Sebastian Schipper) and HEART IS A DARK FOREST (2007, direction: Nicolette Krebitz). 
